West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2000 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours 3 Full Marks-100 


Group - A. 

Answer any three questions 

1. Critieally evaluate the importanee of arehaeological sources for the study of the history of ancient 
India. 

2. Trace the rise and growth of the Magadhan power to the position of an imperial power till the fall 
of the Nandas. 


3. Discuss the causes of the downfall of the Gupta Empire. 


4. What arc the various sources of the history of the reign of Harshavardliana. Examine critically 
the achievements of his reign. 


5. "The short period of Sena rule is an important landmark in the 
history of Bengal". Elucidate the statement. 


Group - B 

Answer any two questions ^ 




6. Discuss the essential features of Jainism'. To what,^||^.* 


uld you attrihute its vitality even in 


modem times? 


7. In what way did the MauryamA^ 
architecture? ^ 




titute a landmark in the history of Indian art and 


8. How did the organization of guilds represent the corporate activity in the economic life of ancient 
India? 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2000 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper II 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Deseribe briefly the political, social and economic condition Of France on the eve of the French 
Revolution of 1789. 

2. How did the nature of Industrial Revolution different European nations? 

3. In what ways did Slavery became a central issue in the American Civil War? 

4. How did Kaiser William II change the foreign policy of Bismarck? What were its results ? 

5. Examine the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917. 


Group -B 

Answer any two questions. 




X<' 


6. Why was France anxious for her security after the First WorliWa^Whft did she do to ensure he 

security in the inter-war her war period? ^ 

7. Analyze the diplomatic background of the Sec^ War. The outbreak of war - was it a 

blunder or design? 

8. Explain critically the Arab-Jewish problem centering Pales-tine. tine. Did the birth of Israel in 


1949 settle the issue?, 


5ue^ C 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2001 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Why was overseas expansion, at the beginning of the sixteenth teenth century, become a concern 
of European powers? What was its social and economic impact? 

2. How did Martin Luther revolt against the Pope of Rome '? Was there any nationalist motive 
behind his protest? 

3. What importance would you attach to the Glorious Revolution of 1.688 in England? Did ii have 
any impact upon the Royal Prerogative? 

4. Why did the industrial revolution in England precede that in the Continent? 

5. How did Mettemich try to preserve the conservative order in reserve Europe? Why did he fail ? 


Group-B 
Answer any two questions. 










6. Write a note on the manchurian Crisis of 1931MDid it .have any impact upon the League of 
Nation's credibility? 


7. Why was India partitioned in 194 





8. How would you describe Communist takeover of China in 1949? 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2002 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 

Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Critically assess the importance of literary sources for the study of history of ancient India. 

2. Discuss the rise of the Nanda Dynasty, and try to determine the causes of its downfall. 

3. Discuss briefly the career of Chandragupta II. 

4. Account for the emergence of the Pala dynasty and give reasons for its ultimate downfall. 

5. Assess the importance of the career of Vallalasena. 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 

6. Discuss the salient features of Mahayana Buddhism. 






7. Account for the popularity of the worship of Mother Goddes^^i^j^Siediaeval Bengal. 

8. Discuss the growth of agriculture in Northern India_%^<^ 




cO 




West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2002 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper II 

Time AlIowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 

Group - A 

Answer any three questions 


1. “The Renaissance opened the gates to the newer world of The modern times and closed die door 
upon the long drawn drama long-drawn of the Middle Ages Do you consider this to be a correct 
Ages”- assessment of the Italian Renaissance? 

2. How far was Napoleon I “a child of the Revolution”? 

3. Was the Congress of Vienna really reactionary? 

Or 

Was the Treaty of Versailles “a dictated peace”? 


4. "Not by speeches" but by "blood and iron" - How far does this policy explain die unification of 
Germany by Bismarck ? 

Or. 

Was Alexander 11 really “a Tsar Liberator”? 


Ansa^r^Aj^'o questions. 

s^j^’^^OhVactured England manufactured”-Elucidate. 




5. How did Mustafa Kama of Turkey transform “the sick-man Kamal of ^urope” into a modem 
slate? 


6. “England grew but Prussia ’ 

In what respectsr^MjjScientific Socialism” an improvement on “Utopian socialism Utopian 
socialism”? v) 


7. In how many ways was the "English Revolution" of 1688 “glorious”? 

8. “No taxation without representation”—How far docs this explain the outbreak of the American 
War of Independence ? 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2003 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper II 

Time AlIowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. How far were the Philosophers a faetor in the causation of the French Revolution (1789)? 

2. What was "the System of Mettemich"? Why did it fail? 

3. “Italy as a Nation is a legacy, the life Italy life-work of Cavour”-Is this a correct assessment of 
the story of Italian Unification? 

4. Explain the issues involved in the American Civil War (1860). 

5. Analyze the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917. 


6. Assess the role of Mao-Tsc-Tung in the establishment of “the people's Democracy” in China. 




Group-B 

wer any two questions. 






7. Feudalism was “a barbarian protest against barbarism” - Examine the statement in the light of 
the origin and organization of Feudalism. 


8. “The Anglican vessel of Elizabe glided smoothly between the clashing rocks of Romanism and 
Presbyterianism” -Elucidate. 


9. How did England become “the workshop of the world” as a result of the Industrial Revolution? 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2003 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. How would you aecount, from available sauce materials, the influence of Mesopotamian 
civilization on the Indus Valley or Harappan culture? 

2. Judging by its form and functioning would you ascribe the Delhi Sultanate a theocratic state? 

3. To what extent was Akbar's Rajput policy dictated by political expediency? 

4. Write a note on the reforms of Lord William B ntinck. Did Bentinck. these reforms have any 
imprint of utilitarianism? 

5. Was the partition of India in 1947 inevitable ? 






Group-B 

Answer any two questions.\J 

O ^ 

6. The traditional thinking of Gupta period as a golden age on Indian history has been discarded by 
a good number of scholars of the last century. Do you subscribe to their views or you those of the 
traditionalists? Give reasons for youE*iKwer. 


3u c^rac 

orCsaibr 


7. How would you c^racterize Sher Shah - as an innovator or a reformer? 


8. ‘The treaty (ol^Saibai restored the status quo-ante helium as Saibai) ante both the parties 
(Maratha and British) reverted to their old (Maratha territorial boundaries. But politically the British 
gain was significant; the Company was recognized as one of the leading military powers in India’. 
-Elucidate and justify. 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2004 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper II 

Time AlIowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 

Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Diseuss the main features of eivie humanism of the 15th and 16th eenturies. How did it 
eontrihute to a fundamental revision of the approaeh to historieal study? 

2. To what extent did the philosophers inferenee the Freneh Revolution of 1789? 

3. Would you regard Mazzini as one of the pioneers in forging neers Italy's national unity? 

4. Was slavery the ehief cause of the American Civil War? 

5. How would you explain the rise of Fascism in Italy? 


Group-B 
Answer any two questions. 










6. Comment on the view that the continental system wounded its author more deeply than his 
opponents? 





7. What led to the emergence of newj>nip^iausm during the last quarter of the 19th century? 


8. Why did World W^ II break out? Who or what was to blame? 


d War it 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2004 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. What were the salient features of the Indus Valley Civilization? 

2. Explain Asoka's Dharma. Can you link it with Buddhism? 

3. Briefly discuss the economic reforms of Alauddin Khalji with special reference to his market 
market-control regulations. 

4. Trace the growth and ascendancy of the British Power in Bengal between 1757 and 1765. 

5. Give a brief account of the peasant and tribal movements in India in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
Why did they fail? 

6. Critically analyse the strength and weakness of the early leaders of the Indian National Congress. 



7. Give an account of the political life of the Rig Rig-Vedic Aryans. 

8. Write a note on the Bhakti movement in the Sultanate period. 

9. To what extent was ‘jagirdari crisis’ responsible for the decline of the Mughal Empire? 

10. Trace the growth of a Separate Muslim Politics in India. 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2005 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper II 

Time AlIowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Examine briefly the basic characteristics of feudal society in Western Europe between the 9th and 
the 12th centuries. Why did it decline? 

2. Make a critical estimate of the role of Philosophers in bringing about a revolutionary situation in 
France. 

3. What were the main sources of the supply of industrial capital in Britain? How did the 
continental situation differ in this respect? 

4. What was Bismarck's contribution to German unification? What were the other factors which 
contributed to it? 


5. Analyse the historical situation leading upto the First World War, with special emphasis on the 
economic relations and imperial rivalries. 


Group- 
Answer an\ 




stions. 


6. Can the Treaty of Versailles be lal^m'fB^a‘diktat’ (dictated reaty peace) for the Germans? 

7. ‘The Russian Re’^qluticii ,df '1917 was a single revolution The which developed two phases. 
Elucidate. 


Kevoiut] 


8. Critically examine the main objectives and features of the foreign policy of Nazi Germany. 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2005 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 

Group - A 

Answer any three questions 


1. Explain the religious, soeial, eeonomie and politieal eauses of the religious protest movements in 
the 6th eentury B. C. India. 

2. How far was the downfall of the Maurya Empire due to Brahmapieal reaction? 

3. Why did the grandiose schemes of Muhammad bin Tuglak fail? 

4. How did the Hindu and Muslim Communities interact during the Sultanate period? 

5. Examine the contributions of the Hussain Shahi dynasty to the economic and cultural life of 
Bengal. 


6. What is ‘drain of wealth How would you explain the gradual drain wealth’? decline of the old 
cotton textile industry of Bengal? What were the salient features of the Indus Valley Civilization? 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 




d^ i(j^ 


\ 





7. Was Ashoka really a Buddh^ 

8. Was the Din-i-Ilahi a monument of Akbar s folly not his ahi Akbar’s wisdom? 


9. Would you call the Mutiny of 1854 the first national war of Independence? 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main),2006 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper II 

Time AlIowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Why and how did Martin Luther revolt against the Pope of Rome? Was there any nationalist 
motive behind his protest? 

2. What were the major prineiples of Bismarek's diplomaey? 

How far and why Kaiser William II ehange the poliey of Bismarck? What were its results? 

3. Was Alexander II really a “Tsar- the Liberator”? 

4. Give a critical estimate of the “Treaty of Versailles”. Was it a “dictated peace”? 

5. How would you explain the rise of Hitler and growth of Nazi movement? 

Or, How would you explain the rise of dictatorships in Europe in the aftermath of the First World 
War? 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 


6. In how many ways was the “English Revolution” of 1688 glo; 










7. Was the Vienna Settlement (1815) marked by reactipp/^d, ^^l^ayal? 




8. Explain the Bolshevik Ideology. Asse^4.enin's role in the formation of a Socialist State in Russia 




cO 






West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2006 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. How do you aeeount for the rise of Magadha as an imperial power in ancient India? 

2. “Kaniska's fame rests not so much On his conquests, as on his Kaniska's patronage of the religion 
of Sakyamuni”—Do you agree? 

3. In what ways was Sher Shah a precursor of Akbar as a ruler? 

4. Do you agree with the view that the region of Shah Jahan “marks the climax of the Mughal 
dynasty and empire” ? 

5. Discuss the Orientalist Anglicist controversy on education in Orientalist-Anglicist the first-half of 
the 19th century and analyse the effects of the triumph of Anglicism. 


6. “Haider Ali was bom to create an empire and Tipu to lose one”—Comment. 


Group-B 
Answer any two questions. 










7. Give a critical account of the tripartite stmggle among the Palas, Gurjara-Pratiharas and 
Rashtrakutas. 


8. Was Fimz Tughlak really “the Att m 


4khar 




Sultanate”? 


9. What claim does Rnmmohan Roy have to the title of the “Father of Modem India”? 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2007 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper II 

Time AlIowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 

Group - A 

Answer any three questions 


1. What is ‘Renaissanee What were its eauses ? 

2. Analyse the role of John Look in the development of liberalism. 

3. Examine the eoonomio orisis in 18th Century Franoe. To what extent was it responsible for the 
1789 revolution? 

4. How far is it oorrect to desoribe Napoleon I as the ohild of the revolution? 

5. Do you think that the congress of Vienna was a ‘reasonable’ and ‘statesmanlike’ arrangement? 


7. Who was responsible for the World War-I? 


8. How did the Chinese Revolution 






jermaw 








Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 


6. Why was the pace of industrialization in France and Gerrnmv^weffier than in England? 




cO 




feet the international politics in the 1950s? 


West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2007 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 

Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. How would you explain the deeline of the Indus Valley Civilization? 

2. In what sense was Buddhism a protest movement? 

3. Was Muhummud-Bin Bin-Tugluq really a ‘mad king’? 

4. How did Akhar eonsolidate the foundations of the Mughal empire? 

5. Why was permanent settlement introdueed? What was its impaet on Bengal’s rural eeonomy? 

6. How did Gandhi transform the charaeter of Indian nationalism? 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 






7. Was the Mauryan state a eentralize despotism? 

8. Aeeount for the relative stability in Bengal in the early part o ^l^ eighte^th eentury. 

9. Would you eonsider Raja Rammohan Ray as the^^^^er of modem India’? 

ehm's role in organizing the non-aligned movement 


10.Make an assessment of Jawaharl 
movement. 




cO 






West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2008 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper II 

Time AlIowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. “Feudalism was not merely a soeial system, but a eomplete pattern of life.” — Do you agree? 

2. “Deelaration of independence was revolutionary. — Do you think it to be a correct estimate of 
the American War of the Independence? 

3. Did the Reign of Terror really save France ? 

4. “Italy as a Nation is a legacy, the life-work of Cavour.”—Elucidate. 

5. How far did the Berlin Settlement (1878) solve the Eastern Question? Could Disraeli bring 
"peace with honor"? 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 


6. “England grew but Prussia was manufactured” — Expl 










7. “The Anglican Vessel of Elizabeth glided smoothly between the clashing rocks of Romanism and 
Presbyterianism.”— Do you think it to b^.#C'aji'ect estimate of Reformation in England? 

iir ■' 


8. “The Russian Revolutionj) 
— Explain. 


Is a single revolution The which developed in two phases.’ 




West Bengal Civil Service Examination (Main), 2008 

(Optional Papers) 

HISTORY 
Paper I 

Time Allowed-3 Hours Full Marks-100 


Group - A 

Answer any three questions 


1. How far is it proper to eonsider Buddhism as a protestant movement? 

2. Try to give an impartial judgment on the aehievements of Sasanka. 

3. Assess the historieal significanee of the Bhakti movement. 

4. Was there any ideology behind Sivaji’s attempt to build up a regional kingdom? 

5. Analyse the impaet of the colonial rule behind de- industrialisation of Indian economy. 

6. How far is it appropriate to regard Vidyasagar as a traditional modernizer ? 


Group-B 


Answer any two questions. 


7. Analyse the value of archaeological sources f( 


8. Would you consider Samudragunto to 
for your answer. _ 















ndian history — merits and limitation. 


greatest among the Gupta emperors? Give reasons 


cO 


9. Was Din-i-Ilah religion or was it bom out of political compulsion? 

10. What was the social character of extremism in Indian politics? 


WEST BENGAL CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION (Main) -2009 

(Optional Papers) 

History Paper II 


Time Allowed-3 Hour 


Full Marks-100 


All questions carry equal marks 
Group - A 

Answer any five questions 

1. Describe the main features of the feudal order in Europe. 

2. What factors contributed to the humanist culture in Renaissance Italy ? 

3. In what ways did the Reformation in England strengthen the power of the English monarchy ? 

4. Explain the causes of the English civil war. Was it a ‘bourgeoisie revolution’ ? 


6. Discuss the different stages of the unification of Germany. 

7. Assess the role of Eenin in the Bolshevik revoluS^. 

8. How did the Nazis impose a dictatorial regime in Germany after they seized power in March, 

1933 ? (t, 




WEST BENGAL CIVIL SERVICE 
EXAMINATION (Main) - 2009 
(Optional Papers) 

History Paper I 


Time AlIowed-3 Hours 


Full Marks-100 


All questions earry equal marks 
Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Deseribe the broad features of the politieal and soeial in stiiutions of the Rig Vedic period. What 
ehanges were effeeted during the Later Vedie period ? 

2. “The Gupta period is the Golden Age in Indian History” -Do you agree ? 

3. Give a eritieal account of the economic measures of Sultan Alauddin Khalji. 


4. Analyse the causes of the decline of the Mughal Empire. How far Emperer Aurangzeb’s policies 

were responsible for the downfall ? ^ 'k 

5. Describe the circumstances leading to the introduction of the Perm^*ri%Scttlement. Discuss its 
merits and demerits. 

6. What led to the growth of extremism in thg ranks of the Indian National Congress ? Why did it 
fail ? 




cO 




11 m ms n 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 


7. Discuss the political and cultural contributions of the Imperial Palas of Bengal. 


8. Account for the emergence of the Bhakti movement in medieval India. 


9. Was the Rising of 1857 in India the first national war of independence ? 


10. Analyse the problem of integration of the princely states with the newly independent India, 


WEST BENGAL CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION (Main) - 2010 

(Optional Papers) 

History Paper II 


Time AlIowed-3 Hours 


Full Marks-100 


If the questions attempted are in excess of the prescribed number, only the questions attempted 
first up to the prescribed number shall be valued and the remaining ones ignored. 

Answers may he written either in English or in Bengali but all answers must he in one and the 
same language. 


All questions carry equal marks 
Group - A 

Answer any three questions 

1. What is meant by crisi in feudalism ? How did the feudal order collapse ? 


2. How did the English Civil War generate radical, social and political ideas ? 






3. How far were the philosophers responsible for the outbreak of the French revolution (1789 

A.D.)’ O-gk 

4. Discuss the various reforms of Czar Alexanderijfli Wny is he called “the Czar liberator’ ? 


5. How did Bismarck unify 


0 '' 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 


6. How would you narrate the scientific revolution of 15th and 16th Centuries ? 


7. How far was the treaty of Versailles a ‘Peace Diktat” ? 


8. Was the World War-1 inevitable. ? 


WEST BENGAL CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION (Main) - 2010 

(Optional Papers) 

History Paper I 


Time Allowed-3 Hours 


Full Marks-100 


If the questions attempted are in exeess of the preseribed number, only the questions attempted 
first up to the prescribed number shall be valued and the remaining ones ignored. 


All questions carry equal marks 
Group - A 

Answer any three questions 


1. What changes do you perceive in the socio-economic condition of the Aryans in the Later Vedie 
period ? 


2. Give an account of the cultural life in Bengal under the Palas. 


3. Assess the economic reforms of Alauddin Khalji. 




x<' 


4. How did a political crisis develop in India after the death of Aurangzebl^ 

5. Examine the nature of mass participation in the Movement of 1942. 

V 

6. Comment on the role of Raja Rammohan Roy as the architect of Indian Renaissance. 

Group-B 

Answer any two questions. 


7. Discuss the nature of Asoka’s Dhamma. 


8. Discuss the background and the influence of the Sufi Movement in India. 


9. WasGandhiji wrong in writing the Khilafat issue with the Non- Cooperation Movement. ? 


10. Was the Partition of India inevitable ? 


W.B.C.S. EXAMINATION - 2011 

Optional Paper 
HISTORY - PAPER II 


Time Allowed -3 Hours Full Marks-100 

Group-A 

Answer any three questions 

1. “Feudalism collapsed in Western Europe because of its own internal contradictions”. Do you 

agree with this statement ? 20 

2. Give reasons for the origin of the Renaissance in Italy. 20 

3. What was the Continental System ? How far did it contribute to the downfall of 

Napoleon ? 8+12 

4. Can Alexander II be called Tsar the Eiberator’ ? 20 

5. Trace the rise and growth of Fascism in Italy under Mussolini. 

OR, Discuss the main characteristics of Fascism. 


Group-A 

Answer any two questions 

6. “The Renaissance scholars laid the eggs which Martin Futher, the father of the Reformation, 

later on hatched on”. Discuss. 20 ♦A 

7. “The Treaty of Versailles was a dictated peace of victor powers on^ vanquished nation”. 




Explain. 20 P 

8. What were the weaknesses and difficulties of the''^imer Republic ? How did Hitler succeed 
establishing his dictatorship ? 8 + 12 




cO 




\ 




W.B.C.S. EXAMINATION-2011 

Optional Paper 
HISTORY - PAPER I 


Time Allowed-3 Hours 


Full Marks -100 


If the questions attempted are in excess of the prescribed number, only the questions attempted first 
up to the prescribed number shall be valued and the remaining ones ignored. 

Answers may by written either in English or in Bengali but all answers must be in one and the same 
language. All questions carry equal marks. 

Group-A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Assess the importance of archaeological sources for the study of ancient Indian History. 

2. Give a brief but critical account of the principal aspects of the Harappan civilization. How is it 
different from and anterior to the culture of the Vedic’ period ? 

3. What were the different policies adopted by samudragupta to establish his supremacy over his 
contemporaries and how far was he successful ? 

4. How far did the interaction between Hinduism and Islam affect Indian society and thought in 
medieval India ? 


5. “The Din-l-llahi was a monument of Akbar’s folly, not of his wisdom”. (Smith) comment on this 
statement with reference to Akbar’s motives behind this religious experiment. 

6. Was the Partition of India in 1947 inevitable and unavoidable ? 



Group-B 

Answer any two questions 

7. Was Maurya administration highly bureaucratic and cent 

8. How would you characterise Sher Shah an innovp^^CfVreformer ? 

9. What is exactly the significance of the Hussain Shahi rule in the history of Bengal ? 

10. “Vidyasagar had the genius ai^ wisdonn of an ancient sage, the energy of an English-man and 
the heart of a Bengalee mot^i^^Ajustify Vidyaagar’s nomenclature of “traditional moderniser” in 
the light of the sta^!^^^ api»in the context of his various reform work. 


W.B.C.S. EXAMINATION - 2013 

Optional Paper 
HISTORY - PAPER II 


Time Allowed -3 Hours 


Full Marks-100 


Group-A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Would you argue that the Battle or Plassey was the outcome of a conspiracy ? If so, how did this 

take shape ? 20 

2. Write an essay on the historiographincal debates on 1857. 20 

3. Identify the major trends in the Swadeshi Movement in Bengal. 20 

4. Would it be an oversimplification to present the civil Disobedience Movement as an unqualified 

advance in every respect over Non Co operation Movement ? 20 

5. Trace the development of Muslim separatist politics since 1906 till the ultimate fulfillment of the 
Pakistan Movement. 20 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions 

6. What were the main features Bismarck’s foreign policy ? How did Kaiser Wilhelm II depart 
from them ? 10+10 

7. Discuss the aims and principles of Hiter’s foreign policy. Was it characterized by an element of 

aggression ? 20 

8. Examine the debate on the origins of the Cold War. 20 




cO 
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x< 


Full Marks-100 


W.B.C.S. EXAMINATION - 2013 

Optional Paper 
HISTORY - PAPER I 

Time Allowed -3 Hours 

Group-A 

Answer any three questions 

1. Answer any three questions (word limit: 200-250 words): 

(a) Explain the terms — Archaeology, Numismatics 

(b) Write in brief about the antiquity of the Indus eivilization. 

(e) Write a short note on the Rig Vedic Triabal assemblies. 

(d) Write a short note on the extent of Asoka’s empire. 

(e) What do you know about the various types of Taxes (revenue resources) prevalent during the 
Gupta period ? 

(1) Write a short note on Sankaracharya. 5x3 

2. Answer any two questions (word limit: 700-800 words) : 

(a) “Reconstruction of Early Indian Hisoty is hardly possible without the help of Inscriptions and 
coins.” Discuss. 

(b) What are the popular explanations of the decline of the Indus civilization ? 

(c) What light do the vedic texts throw on the Gender relations during the vedic period ? 

Or, Is it historically correct to say that the vedic age was a golden age for the Indian women ? 

(d) How have the historing assessed and explained the nature and structur^of the Maurya 
empire? 10x2 

3. Write an essay on any one of the following (word limit; 150 

;^al features of the Mature 



(a) The stages of evolution of the Indus civilization 
Harappan phase: 

(b) Expansion of trade ativity and 
300 CE) 

(c) The Age of the^u^ cla^ical age in the sphere of cultural development. 20 


. 


Group-B 

Answer any two questions 

4. Answer any three questions (word limit: 200-250 words): 

(a) Determine the significance of the Arab conquest of Sind, 

(b) Assess the contributions of Ziauddin Barani as historian, 

(c) What do you know about Balban’s theory of kingship ? 

(d) What were the essential features of Akbar’s Rajput policy ? 

(e) How would you explain the consequences of the incursions of the invaders. Nadir Shah and 
Ahmad Shah Abdall. 


(1) Write a short note on the Mansabdari system introduced by Akbar. 


5x3 


5. Answer any one questions (word limit: 700-800 words) 

(a) Briefly examine the nature and strueture of the politieal administration of Delhi Sultanate. 

(h) Examine the impaet of the Bhakti ideology on the religious thought in Medieval India (13th- 
16th eenturies). 

(e) Give aeritical account of Sher Shah’s adminstration. 10 

6. Write an essay on any one of the following (word limit: 1500 words) : 

(a) Interaction and assilation of the cultural traditions and growth of Indo-lslamic culture in 
Medieval India. 

(h) Spiritual awakening of Akbar and development of his relligious ideas. 

(c) The process of State Formation in India in the 17th-18th centuries-the emergence of regional 
states. 20 
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Optional Paper 
HISTORY - PAPER II 



Full Marks-200 


(a) Do you think that the problem of private inland trade was the primary cause of conflict between 
Mir. Qasim and the English East India Company ? 

(b) How was the Parthana Samaj different from the Brahmo Samaj ? 

(c) Write a note on the Swarajist Party. What was it’s achievement ? 

(d) Briefly discuss the India Independence Act. 1947. 

2. How did the ‘Young Bengal’ movement influence the cultureal and social life in 19th Century 
Bengal ? 40 

3. How was the question of Women’s emancipation addressed by the social reformers of India in 
the 19th century ? 40 

4. Was administrative necessity the main ground for the partition of Bengal in 1905 ? What was it’s 

result ? 40 

5. In what way did Gandhian leadership give a new dimension to the Intional Movement ? 40 



Group -B 

Answer Question no. 6 and any two from the n 


6. Answer any one question. 20 x 1 

(a) Why did the Industrial Revolution begin first in Britay^©^ 

(b) In what way did slavery became a Central issue in the American Civil War ? 



(d) What do you understand by th^‘Cuban Missile Crisis’ ? 


7. Would you call the French Ravolution of 1789 a ‘bourgeios revolution’ ? 40 

8. Analyse the factors which were responsible for the failure of the League of Nations. 40 


9. What led to the collapse of the French colonial empire in Indo-China ? Examine the 


significanace of the 1954 settlement in this context. 40 

10. Anslyse the causes which resulted in the distingration at the socialist after 1985. 40 
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Time Allowed-3 Hours 


Full Marks-200 


Group-A 

Answer any three questions 


1. Answer any three questions (word limit: 200-250 words): 10x3 

(a) Explain the terms—Iron Age and Megalith) c Culture. 

(b) Write a brief note on the extent of the Indus Civilization. 

(e) Write a note on the Sabha and the Samiti. 

(d) Write a short note on the extent of the Gupta Empire. 

(e) What do you know about the various types of land-grants in ancient India. 

(1) Write a short note on the Vedanta Philosophies. 

2. Answer any two questions (word limit: 700-800 words): 20 x 2 

(a) “All historical interpretations are ultimately based on evidence derived from the sources of 
history, conventionally divided into two categories—literary and archaeological” (Upender 
Singh). Explain. 

(b) What are the general explanations regarding the transformations in vedic society ? ^ 

(c) What light do the Buddhist texts throw on the social condition of India around 6th century 



3. Write an essay on any one of the fol ^l^^^pword limit: 1500 words) : 40 

(a) The stages of evolution of the state till the foundation of the Mauryan Empire. 

(b) The Urban Society^^trade guilds of South India in the Sangam age. 

(c) Bengal under Hussian shahi rule. 


Group-B 


4. Answer any three questions (Word limit 200-250) 10x3 

(a) Determine the significance of Mahmud of Ghazni’s invasion. 

(b) Assess the contributions of Minhaj-i-siraj Juzjani’s as a historian. 

(c) What do you know about the iqta system of the Delhi Sultanate. 

(d) What were the essential features of Akbar’s religious policy ? 

(e) What were he consequences of the invasion of Mongols on the policies of Delhi Sultanate. 
(1) Write a short Note on the Jagirdari system of Mughal period. 


5. Answer any one questions (word limit: 700-800 words): 20 

(a) Briefly discuss the Nature and Structure of the administration of Vijoynagar empire, 
(h) Examine the features of Central Asian and Persian styles in Mughal architecture. 

(c) Give a critical account of Maratha administration under Shivaji. 

6. Write an essay on any one of the following (word limit: 1500 words): 40 
(a) The growth of British power in the eighteenth century. 

(h) The crisis in the Mughal economy in eighteenth century. 

(c) The main trends of reformist religious movement in India since the 15th Century. 
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If the questions attempted are in exoeae of +ha ^ 

only tho p^o'trTboTnS^r"' 

shall be valued and the remaLning ones' ignored* 

^wera may be written either in Enciian 
but all answers must be in one and the same lan^ife^ 


ST* vuu 


Answer any three questions Cwottl Limit 200*250^ j 

rSdllTSaJS^y^"*""’*""'* wttlne snciont 

=ii«lLw“f ™ **" “• “"“fopp™ ^ 

{c) write a abort note on the Early Vedlc Sooiaty* ^ 

wiirja* ejctent 0/ the eiiq>±re oI Chandragupta 

(e) Write a short note on the iSunga Art, , 

10^5 

Answer any two qttestions {Word Limit ; TOO-^SOO) ; 

{a) Write an eaaay an the states of the Sangama Age* 

(b) Write an essay on the evolution of state in India rmm +* 1 -. 
^^shaJanap*dea to 12th Century* ^ ^ 

5^"b!c^ in India rnw 

20k2 

write an essay on any ope of the following (Word Limit I 300 ) j 
CaJ Evolution of caste system in ancient India, 


Group — B 

Answer any three questions (Word Limit 200-230) j 




(b) write a Short note on the public works of Firm Tughlaq,- 
(o) Write a short note on Vi^layaJiagara-Ba hau m contest, 

IJIa^ln iJlSa P«M»nt wou, during th, Muglal 

" " 1Qk3 

Answer any two questlema (Word Limit : 700-600) ; 

C«) Analyse the RellgiouE Policy of Aurangieb* - 

(b) write an essay on the economy of the Vljayanegara empire. 

(o) How did the Mugtial-Maratha conflict durlns the I 7 th unri .r- 
early leth centuries affect the Hughal Imperial fortune ? 

20x2 

write an esaay on ahy one of the following (word Limit 1500 ) : 

(a) Nature of the Delhi Sultanate as a ’state', 

(b) 1Sth Century debate. ^ 
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If the quest ions attempteiJ are in e^ceaa pf the prescribed nun^Qri. 
only the quest lone attempted first up to the prescribed mintoer 
shall be valued and the remAinlnq ones Ignored» 

Anawera may be written either in English or in Bengali 
but alJ answers nyst be In one anC -Ehe aame language* 


OROtrP-A 


Answer Quest ion No.l and 


from the rest 


1* Answer any one question t- 

(a) write a aticrt note on ths charter Act of 1933* 

(bj write a note on the trew Awakening in India in tb* 19th Century* 
Briefly discuss the history of Western Edueation* 2:0 

a. what was the nature of the Congress politics In the 2Qth Century 
India r 40 




Briefly discuss the 

Write a note on the 
freedom novecfient, 


issue of Indian Rntcepreneurship (190 5-15^47)^0 
role of Bubhaa Chandra Bose In the Indian 

40 


dROUF-B 

Answer CueatQany two from the rest* 

5, Answer any one question t- 
^a) Why did Reign of Terror uae possible in Tirance 7 
{b) Nhat wa* the effect of Napoleonie oonqueats of Western Europe? 
{c) Consent on the settlement of Vienna {1915)* > 20i 

What do you understand by 'the revolutionary spirit* of the French 
Revolution of 17S5 7 40 

v? ■ Briefly discuss the features of Busso-Oerman rton-AggresElon Pact. 40 
9* Briefly discuss the Middle Eastern Politics* 40 
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Full Marks i 200 


ft ions attenipted are in excess of the prescribed number, 
questions attempted first up to the prescribed number 
shall be valued and the remaining ones ignoreo. 

^swers may be written either in Er.q 1 ish or in Bengali 
but all answers must be in one and the same language. 


GROUP - A 


1. Answer any three questions l- 

(al "Inscriptions have been given the first place in 

sources of ancient Indian History, because _ 

whole,most important and trustworthy source of knowie g 
(V.A. Smith) . Evaluate the importance of Inscriptions as 
most trustworthy source of ancient Indian History in the g 
of this statement. 

(b) Discuss briefly the various theories regarding the original 
homeland of the Vedic Aryans. 

(c) Write a short note on the administrative Innovations of Asoka. 

(d> What is the "classical age" of ancient India ? Write a short 

note on the "cultural Renaissance" of the classical age. 10 x 3 

2, Answer any two questions 4 - 

(a) write an essay on the hlstoriograohical debate on Indian 
Feudalism of ancient and early medieval India, 

(b) What were the different policies adopted by Samudragupta to 
establish supremacy over his contemporaries and how far was he 
successful 7 

(c) Attempt an impartial judgement on the achievements of Maharaj 

Sasanka of Gauda in Bengal, 20 x 2 


3, Write an essay on any one of the following J- 

(a) Religious proliferation in major sects of Buddhism, Valsnavism 
and Saivism in India : Their transformation from Protestantism 
to the synthetic Bhakt1 Cult. 

(b) The growth and development of art and architecture in South 
India under the Pallavas, Chalukyas and Cholas. 


GROUP . B 


4. Answer any three questi(xis t- 

(a) Explain the causes of failure of the Hindus against the early 
Turkish attacks in India. 


(b) 

(c) 


(d) 


"Alauddin Khalji deserved to be considered - one of the best 
Sultans of Delhi" - Ibn Batutah . Do you agree ? 

"The Divine Faith (Din-i-Ilahi) was a monument of Akbar's folly, 
not of his wisdom. The whole scheme was the outcome of ridiculous 
vanity, a monstroas growth of unrestrained autocracy" - 
V, A. Smith. Is this statement true or a false malign ana 

allegation of contempt ? Is it bom out of his political 
conpulsion 7 

Assess briefly, the historical significance of the 

movement of India from 14th to 16th Century. lo x 4 
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G roup ~ B 

Answer Question No.^ and ani^ 

Answer anv one question 

I \ TH«ni-ifv the salient features of European Enlightenment 
m ?hfeighteenth century and their historical Impact. 

fb) "NO war is inevitable until it breaks out" Do you agree 
with this view of the origin of the First World War ? 

(c) How would you explain the Chinese Revolution of 19^9 *? 
What were its long-term effects 7 


6. In what respects of causation, course and effects the 
Industrial Revolution in Europe and Japan in the nine 
century did differ from those in England in the late 
and early nineteenth centuries 7 


20 


nineteenth 


7. Write a critical note on the phenomenal changes in African 
history in the twentieth century with special reference to 
the origin, development and end of Apartheid. 40 

8. How would you explain the origin and development of 

Cold War ? How would you explain detente and the final 
end of the Cold War ? 40 
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Time Allowed : 3 Hour Full Marks : 200 

If the questions attempted are in excess of the prescribed number, only the questions attempted first 
up to the prescribed number shall be valued and the remaining ones ignored. 

Answer may be given either in English or Bengali but all answer must be in one and the same 
language. 

GROUP-A 

1. Answer any three questions. 10x3 

(a) Ecaluate the importance of Archaeology and Numismatics for the reconstruction of Early Indian 
History. 

(b) Write a short note on Vedic Economy. 

(c) Discus the neture of Asoka’s Dharma. 

(d) Write a short note on Gupta art and architecture. 

2. Answer any two questions. 20x2 

(a) How were the Harappan cities planned ? Describe the silent features of those cities. 

(b) Disquss the socio-economic background of te rise of protestant religions movements in ancient 
India in the sixth century B.C. 

(c) Give an overview of India’s trade with the Roman Empire during the first three centuries of the 
Christian era. 

(d) Village administration acquired uniqueness under the Choolas - Discuss. 

3. Write an essay on any one of the following : 30 

(a) The reasons behind the decline of the Mauryan Empire with special reference to the role of 
Asoka, if any, in the process. 

(b) The postion of women in Ancient India. 

GROUP-B 

4. Answer any three questions. 10x3 

(a) Evaluate Ziauddin Barani as a historian. 

(b) Write a short note on the Iqta system of land grant in Medieval India. 

(c) Assess the economic reforms of Alauddin Khelji. 

(d) Discuss the impact of Aurangzeb’s Deccan policy on the Mughal empire. 

5. Answer any two question : 20x2 

(a) Vijaynagar empire had a well brganised administrative system - elucidate. 

(b) Analyse the religious policy of Akbar . 

(c) Give a critical account of the Maratha administration. 

6. Write an essay on any one of the following : 30 

(a) The evolution of the administrative system under the Delhi Sultanate from Iltutmish to Eive 
Shah Tughlaq. 

(b) Economy of the Mughal Empire 



WBCS 2017 

HISTORY - PAPER -11 


Time Allowed : 3 Hour Full Marks : 200 

If the questions attempted are in excess of the prescribed number, only the questions attempted first 
up to the prescribed number shall be valued and the remaining ones ignored. 

Answer may be given either in English or Bengali but all answer must be in one and the same 
language. 

GROUP-A 

Answer Questions No 1 and Any two from the rests. 

1. Answer any one question : 

(a) Analyse the circumstance leading to the grant of ‘Diwani’ to the East India Company in 1765. 

What was the significance of the event ? 20 

(b) How far it would be correct to state that Rammohan Roy was the ‘Father of Modern India’. 20 

(c) Briefly discuss the history of Western Education . 20 

2. Briefly discus the issue of Indian Entrepreneurship ( 1905 - 47 ). 40 

3. Write an account of the charecter of the Revolt of 1857 with special emphasis on recent 

researches . 40 

4. Analyse the activities of Moderate Congress. Would it be correct to call it a ‘ middle class club 

‘ ? 40 


GROUP - B 

Answer Question No 5 and any two from the rests. 

5. Answer any one question : 

(a) How did the philoshers contribute to the out break of the French Revolution in 1789. 20 

(b) Would you argue that Germany was solely responsible for the out break of the first World War ? 

20 

c) Discuss various interpretations relating to the origin of the second World War . 20 

6. How would you explain the origin of he Nezi-Soviet Non-aggression pact of 1939. What was its 

impact on international relation ? 40 

7. How would you explain the emergence of the ‘Third World’. What was its impact on 

International relation ? 40 


8. What were the factors leading to the end of Gold War ? Did the end of Cold War usher in an ere 
of absolute peace in international relation ? 40 
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d) 
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Answers m»V 
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in one and Ihe same language 
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GROUP-A 

ipy tbag QubbUon. 

„„ valuable are literary aourcea lot the 

r.L*:: rv“arro:a“rb.crlea re-^raln, tb. Harapp«. 

-aa later V«Uc aoclety l^r«.*'lro« the early 

Vadlc one 7 ^ 

would you conaldar the Oupta period 4 •Ool<Smn Age 7 

Answer any two Questions i* 


20x2 


Discuss the administrative eyeteai o£ the Mauryan e0¥>lre. 
Discuss the position of Women in ti>e Oupta entire. 

Discuss the system of local self-gDeemment under the Cholaa. 
Discuss the significance of Arab conquest of Sind* 


Write an Essay on any One of the following t- 


30 


The debate on Indian Pee^aXism. 

The development of art andsli terataare under the Palas and Senas* 

Discuss the accounts of India presented in the writings of 
foreign travellers such aa Huen Tsang, Pa Hien* Alberuni etc* 


10x3 


QROtfP-B 

Answer anv three Questions *- 
Discuss Balban's theory of kingship. 

Oiscus^sthe impact of the ^fi Movement on Indian society 
and culnze. ^ 

Exasrtne the salient features of Akbar's religious policy* 

Write a note on Mughal paintings* 

kr any two Oiestions t- 

Biacuse the reforms of Plrus Tughiaq. How far was he rw«r>An. 4 v«i 
for the decline of the Delhi Sultanate ? reaponeible 

•low would you explain the origin of the Bhekti - - 

medieval India 7 ^ *n 

Olacuse the major feeturea of the Mansabderl ayatem of AkbA.^ 

What changes were introduced in the system under Akber*. 
successors 7 * 


20x2 


Write an Besay on env One of the following ■. 

The debate on the decline and dialntegretion of 
es^ire. 

Economy and society in the Vijaynager ei^ire with referwn^. 
to the accounts of forei^i treveilers. ereoce 


30 


the Mughal 
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first up to the prescribed 

Answers may be given either in EnRiish or in_ 

in one and the same language 


R ^npali or in Nepali but ail aHHwer^murt) 


a) 


b) 


c) 


Answer Question No«l and an 



GROUP-A 

Sm _ 

from the rest. 

Answer any one Question s- 'x 

te on Dual System o£ AdmlnistiintBkQn/tfz Bengal, 
affect the political economy^X^early colonial 


Write a no 
How did it 
bengal ? 


Define economic nationalism in coloolA XfuHa vith refe¬ 
rence to a few concrete issues in th^date nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. 

Write a note on Brahmo SaraaJ, Arya Samal and Ramkrishna 
Mission. 


20 

20 

20 


To what ^tent India's first war of independence in 1857 
was result of popular disc^ontent against the British rule 7 
How would you explain ths failure of the movement ? 

40 

iifSSifif responsible for growth of Indian 

I^iscuss M. K. Gandhi's 
nationalist movemeats i^thin Congress. 


Write a note on fj 
with special refel 
princely stat 



\ ■ 40 

Indian constitution after 1947 
the issue of integration of 


40 


GROUP-n 

fl^^^tion NOyS and any trwo 
from the rest. 

estion j- 

causes behind French Revolution of 1789 . 
and inqpact of Industrial revolution in 

rise of fascism in inter war Italy. 

^foundatlon^of^a*ao^allst^s^t*^*" revolution leading 

y he causes and conseguences of second world war. 

Union'*?behind disintegration of Soviet 
Changes iS ‘’^'‘^ht political 


20 

20 

20 

40 

40 


40 













